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COMMANDERS 
MESSAGE 

 
 I attended the January 8th cau-
cus, along with several members 
of our Post, to show our support 
for our own Rich Godfrey in his 
run for Department Vice Com-
mander. Rich was elected for this 
Post, congratulations Rich. 
 Past Commanders, Warren 
Barney and Bob Scheiderman 
and I, attended two Eagle Scout 
Court of Honors held on January 
15th and February 10th to honor 
several Eagle Scouts and present 
them with a Medal of Merit and 
Eagle representing what the Ea-
gle Scouts stand for. 
 On January 28th, Laura Bailey 
and I went to Walnut Street Ele-
mentary School to present the 
coloring contest awards and cer-
tificates to six very deserving chil-

dren. 
 I want to thank everyone who 
attending the ceremony on Febru-
ary 3rd for the Four Chaplains. 
 Also, on February 3rd, we had 
a nice turn out for the NFL Super 
Bowl, thank you all who came out 
and supported your Post. A good 
time was had by all who attended. 
 On February 9th the S.A.L. 
hosted a small gathering for the 
S.A.L. National Vice Commander, 
Michael Cotton and S.A.L. De-
partment Commander, Jeffrey 
Hicks. 
 By the time of this publication, 
the S.A.L. would have had their 
annual comedy show, if you 
missed it, there is always next 
year. On February 17th, my wife 
and I will have attended the first 
annual chili cookoff at the 
Barnegat Post. 
 The Auxiliary has a few events 
coming up, more on that in the 

Auxiliary President's message. 
 Spring is coming and the Bun-
ker Bar will be opening soon. I 
want to wish everyone a Happy 
Easter and Passover.  Keep in 
mind, if you reserved a room for 
Wildwood, final payment is due by 
April 1st. 
 
For God and Country 
Ed Rutzler 
Commander 
 
 

HOPE 
Ralph Wolf 
Financial Officer 
 
Emily Dickinson once wrote: 
“Hope is that thing with feathers 
that perches in the soul and sings 
the tune without the words and 
never stops…Never stops at all.” 
 
Most veterans don’t seek assis-
tance for PTSD for several rea-
sons and many wait several years 
from the onset of symptoms be-
fore seeking assistance and treat-
ment. They wait it out to see if it 
will get better or don’t even real-
ize that there is something wrong 
as they adapt to the dysfunction.  
Often it may take the continued 
loss of jobs or a couple of failed 
marriages until the veteran realiz-
es that they need to address what 
may be causing all the chaos in 
their life.  This is also true for old-
er veterans as the critical period 
following their separation from 
service was missed because of a 
lack of understanding and re-
sources for PTSD.  The American 
Psychiatric Association did not 
even recognize PTSD until 1980, 
and even then, it was controver-
sial.   

Auxiliary President Pam Bowen 
presents a check to Command-
er Rutzler in support of the Post 

at the General Membership of 
February 4, 2019. 

(continued page7) 
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CHAPLAINS CORNER 
 

     Do you ever wonder why things 
happen to you and not your next-
door neighbor?  You seem to have 
all the “BAD” luck while it would 
appear that your neighbor and in 
fact your friends too have all 
“GOOD” luck.   
     First, luck doesn't have any-
thing to do with it although I would 
believe a lot of us would beg to 
differ with me on that one.  My 
own daughters tell me that if I did-
n't have bad luck, I wouldn't have 
any.  There we go, more fuel for 
the fire.   
     In scripture it says in the new 
testament in Matthew, Mark and 
Luke that if we want to follow Je-
sus we should “Take up our cross” 
paraphrased.  A cross is referring 
to a not so easy road ahead and 

being that it is mentioned so many 
times in scripture it is evident we 
All have a cross to bear.  I say that 
to simply say that the things that 
are happening to us in our lives 
aren't uncommon to man however 
we may see them as such.  You 
and I will never know what our 
neighbor next door goes through 
behind closed doors or trying to 
get to sleep at night and the night-
mares they face unless they open 
to us.  Sometimes if we open to an 
individual, they in turn will do the 
same however this is not always 
so.  You know So... I told you So... 
So, and So... 
     This So-ing circle never seems 
to accomplish much and a lot of 
us stretch our earlobes to hear 
more of it.  How wise is that?  We 
probably would get a lot of differ-
ent takes on that one...I do it be-
cause...etc. Etc. and the list goes 

on.  I also want to remind us that 
the Bible says “He who is without 
sin cast the first stone” ...I'm not in 
any shape myself to throw 
stones... 
     This is where the word for this 
issue comes in....WISDOM as re-
ferred to in the dictionary is firstly 
a noun...It’s the quality of having 
experience, knowledge and good 
judgment; the quality of being 
wise.... Well that is quite the defi-
nition.  They explain that Wise is 
in the word and then go on to talk 
about attributes such as good 
judgement.  That is all well and 
good however how do we get to 
that point without some or many 
perhaps failures or attempts gone 
bad, downhill or OH NO... Are you 
laughing yet?  I am.  You see 
none no not one of us is perfect in 
fact we are far from it.  I've 
learned that the dictionary leaves 
out the most important part of 
WISDOM.  There is not only the 
word WISE in there but also the 
word DOM more commonly re-
ferred to as DUMB...Now your 
laughing. Good. You see I have 
found that in order to become wise 
in life, I have had to be dumb on 
numerous occasions and still 
manage to mess it up at times yet. 
     So, my brothers and sisters in 
looking at this today let’s chal-
lenge ourselves to learn from our 
past failures and realize we all 
have a cross to bear and then 
most importantly… 
 
REACH OUT TO OUR FELLOW 
VETERANS IN NEED 
 
Until next time, I remain the Learn-
ing Chaplain... 
Tom Kraszewski 
 

 TEAM 100    
LEGION 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Dear American Legion Members 
 In checking our roster I noticed 
that there are still many members 
that haven’t paid their dues for 
2019. I did want to let you know 
that we are counting very much 
on your continuing as a member 
of our Post. You are very im-
portant to us. If we are to accom-
plish the many tasks facing The 
American Legion both at home 
and in Washington to help our 
Veterans and their Families as 
well as the Community we live in, 
we need your help. 
 As we enter our 100th year 
and start a New Century of Ser-
vice to the Community, State and 
Nation please help us carry our 
Legacy forward. Veterans Serving 
Veterans, Veterans Serving New 
Jersey. 
 Please let me know if there is 
some service that our Post or at 
the Department level can provide 
for you or if there is any reason 

that has kept you from renewing 
your Membership. Please contact 
me at rjg548@comcast.net or 732
-604-8326, The American Legion 
needs your support  Remember 
Membership is the life blood of 
The American Legion. 
 
For God and Country 
Rich Godfrey 
Department of New Jersey 
Membership Chairman 
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2019 Horseshoe League 
now forming. 

Meeting and Tournament 
Wednesday, May 15 

 Call Michael Dolan at 
908-902-4117 

See a horseshoe pick it up, all day long you’ll have good luck! 
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 SAL MESSAGE 
 
 Greetings all! So glad we are 
coming out of the winter weather 
and heading towards spring. We 
have been keeping busy within 
our squadron. 
 Starting in January, we started 
our officers nominations which go 
through March with elections be-
ing held in April. Keep in mind, 
any SAL member can run for an 
officers position. You just need a 
nomination. I would love to see 
people step up and want to get 
involved. Our meetings are the 
second Wednesday of each 
month at 7pm, so please show up 
and participate.  On February 
9th, we had the honor and privi-
lege of hosting the National SAL 
Vice Commander Mike Cotten 
from Delaware Squadron 28. It 
was a great reception and meet 
and greet and he was very im-
pressed with our post and squad-
ron. So I'm real happy about that. 
It's not too often we get a National 
SAL officer at our post. 
 On February 16th, we held our 
3rd annual Valentine's Day Come-
dy Show which was a great time 
and a great success. If you have-
n't attended one of these, you 
should consider attending in the 
future. Such a good time. 
 As far upcoming events, we 
have our Pig Roast coming up on 
Saturday, May 25th. Last year 
was our first one and it was a ma-
jor success and we are looking 
forward to this event. There will 
be more to come once our com-
mittee gets together. I would also 
like to thank the Post, Auxiliary 
and Legion Riders for all the sup-
port and help at our events. 
 Finally, yes you guessed it, 
membership. We are doing well 
with membership but we need to 
keep pushing. If you haven't re-
newed or are behind, please con-
tact us so we can work with you to 
get renewed. If you know anyone 
that is eligible to sign up for the 
SAL, please let us know and we 
will be happy to get them signed 

up. Membership keeps us alive! 
We are the largest squadron in 
the state and would like to keep it 
that way and exceed our number 
from last year and help Detach-
ment (state) membership hit the 
goal of 10,000 members, which 
would be incredible! Thank you 
for everyone that has helped us 
out and I look forward to seeing 
some new faces at meetings and 
our events.  
 
For God & Country, 
 
Rocky Lucia 
Commander 
Squadron 129 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SAL DETACHMENT 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Hello Gentlemen, 
 
 There is no bad news, as far 
as membership, only good news! 
Today, 2/11/2019, as I am writing 
this article, our Detachment Mem-
bership stands at 75%+, with one 
week to reach our 75% member-
ship target date. January 
2019, we reached our 60% target 
date, and February 2019 I feel 
very good that with one week to 
go, we will achieve our target. 
Please continue to send in your 
membership dues. DON'T HOLD 
ON TO THEM! We have goals to 
achieve. 
 This is the 100th anniversary of 
the American Legion and our De-
tachments goal is to get 10,000 
members this year. Let our veter-
ans know that we have their 

backs and support as a growing 
organization. We need to be ag-
gressive in signing up new mem-
bers and retaining current mem-
bers. We must reach out to all 
sons of all veterans who have 
served our country in our military. 
"Our hero's", and their families, let 
them know how welcome they are 
to become part of our American 
Legion family. Get them to be-
come members of our great or-
ganization, and the benefits of 
being a member. We need mem-
bership and new ideas, we are 
not political, we are here for our 
veterans. 
 As of December 31st, 2018, all 
non-paid members are delin-
quent. February 1st, 2019 all un-
paid members will be Suspended! 
They will lose the right to vote, run 
for office, having a say pertaining 
to complaints, and most American 
Legion Post's will not honor you at 
their Canteen (BAR) and they 
shouldn’t. Talk to your Post Com-
mander, and the Bar Chairman, 
have them make sure that all in 
the Canteen show their 2019 
membership cards to the bartend-
er before they serve them any 
drinks.  
 Think of this! God forbid, if we 
have a National Disaster in our 
area, all those who haven't paid 
their dues will be considered not 
in good standing and will not ben-
efit from our N.E.F. (National 
Emergency Fund). 
 So, get out there, be aggres-
sive, be relentless, help our or-
ganization to stay strong in mem-
bership so we can better help our 
veterans and the American Le-
gion Programs. A special thank 
you Rocky Lucia and my Squad-
rons Membership Chairman Mel 
Aballo for reaching our target 
dates, and keeping Squadron 129 
number one in membership in our 
Great State of N.J.  Thank you! 
 
N.J. S.A.L. Detachment 
Membership Chairman 
David (DUKE) Haring 
Cell - 732-597-2604 
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AUXILIARY 
PRESIDENTS 

MESSAGE 
 
Greetings Auxiliary! 
 Our up and coming events are 
in full gear and we are looking for-
ward too many helping hands.  
 At this writing we have had our 
Psychic Fair and it was a great 
success!! Many faces that were 
seen were excited by their read-
ings as well as the Aura of paint-
ings they had received. Congratu-
lations to Tara and her committee 
for an enjoyable evening. 
 We are working now on the 
Gift Auction as well as the Spring 
Flea Market. If you would like to 
come and help volunteer or have 
new items that you are not using 
put them together in a basket for 
the gift auction and contact Lisa 
Mayer the Chair for the gift auc-
tion. 
 Jacqueline McDyer is the Chair 
for the Spring Flea Market if you 
are looking to clean out your clos-
et this would be a good opportuni-
ty for you. 
 Do you know of any young la-
dies who are Juniors in High 
School and have an interest in 
State Government? Then they 
should come on out and see what 
our program of Girls State is all 
about. Every year in June the girls 
from around the State meet at 
Georgian Court College and cre-
ate their own community and see 
how Government works in their 
prospective offices. If you have 
any questions on this program, 
please feel free to contact Mary 
Nolan who the Chair for this com-
mittee is. 
 Our nomination committee has 
been working diligently on the 
nominations for the upcoming 
New Year. Please remember that 
when you come to the meetings 
and for the elections you MUST 
have your CURRENT MEMBER-
SHIP CARD with you. 
As you all can see we have quite 
a few events coming that will help 

our Unit to help our Veterans and 
our community. So please come 
out and support our events meet 
some new people and make new 
friends. 
 Remember to say a BIG 
THANK YOU to our VETERANS! 
Without them we would not be 
able to enjoy our freedoms like we 
do today! 
 
For God & Country 
Pam Bowen 
Unit President 
 
 

Attention: Post 129 Family – 
Our Auxiliary is having its annual 
Gift Auction on April 7th at 12PM. 
Please consider donating a brand-
new item/basket/monetary dona-
tion to help make this event a suc-
cess. Also, please consider at-
tending it and bring a friend too! 
We need your support! Any ques-
tions, please contact Lisa Mayer 
@ 732-364-2912. Thank you for 
your time and attention. 
 
For God and Country 
Lisa Mayer 
1st VP and Gift Auction Co-Chairman 
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RIDERS MESSAGE 

 Writing this edition of 
SOUNDOFF has mixed emotions 
for me.  I have been President of 
our Legion Riders for the past 9 
years and will not be seeking 
reelection for this upcoming year, 
I am proud to have been able to 
serve our post and the numerous 
commanders that have run 
it.  Great men and women that 
have served with me over the 
years on the executive board, I 
would like to thank you all, be-
cause without your help and as-
sistance we could never have ac-

complished the things that we 
have been able to do.  It would be 
easy to say that the memorial built 

in our picnic ground was the most 
gratifying moment of my Presi-
dency, but that honor goes to be-
ing able to lead my group on es-
corting these five HEROES home 
from Dover Air Force base on 
their final journey. I only hope and 
pray that whoever follows me nev-
er has to do that assignment. 

 Now as far as Rider news, I am 
announcing that the Riders were 
asked to change our BBQ date 
because of the closeness to Me-
morial Day and the Wildwood 
Convention.  It seemed to cause a 
bit of a problem with all three 
events coming so near to each 
other.  Our Annual BBQ will now 
be held on Sunday July 28th.  We 
are in the early stages of prepara-
tion for this but hope to see you 
all there for this worthy cause.  I 
know I will be there supporting our 
new Executive Board and espe-
cially our new President. 
     
 As of our February meeting 
nominations of officers will be 
starting, with elections in April.  I 
know that the Rider tradition of 
Honor and Dedication to Post 129 
will continue. 
 
For God & Country, 
Art Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tin Can Sailors meet at 
Post 129 on the 3RD 
Wednesday at 12 noon. 
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HOPE 
(continued from page 1) 
 
Today, veterans hesitate to reach 
out for help for so many reasons.  
Here is a list of the most common 
reasons why they wait. 
 
No one will understand. 
This is just the way it is.  
It’s not that bad.  
If I give it the time it will get better. 
I’m all alone in this. 
They will judge me. 
Who do I call? 
Nothing is wrong. 
 
Despite outreach efforts by many 
organizations, asking for help re-
mains the most difficult step to 
take for someone with PTSD.  Not 
knowing what to expect is high on 
the list of their anxieties.   
So, if you know someone with 
PTSD and they are not currently 
in treatment let them know that 
they are not alone.  That isolation 
does not help.  That PTSD is 
Chronic.  Explain that it may get 
worse before it gets better and 
that their loved ones suffer too.  
Let them know that there are 
many treatments and programs 
available and encourage them to 
take the next step.  Most im-
portantly let them know there is 
HOPE! 
 

FINANCES 
 
The budget committee has fin-
ished the mid-year budget review 
and has reported that we are on 
budget overall and that we expect 
to finish the fiscal year under 
budget.  Our short term and long-
term strategic plan are almost 
completed and will be presented 
to you prior to the end of our fiscal 
year. 
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CANTEEN ENTERTAINMENT 
 
FRIDAY MARCH 1ST   JOHNNY & 
          THE DECADES 
 
SATURDAY MARCH 2ND  THE LENNY 
          DAVIS BAND 
 
FRIDAY MARCH 8TH   STEP ASIDE 
 
SATURDAY MARCH 9TH  GEORGE RIZZI 
         & THE JERSEY HORNS 
 
FRIDAY. MARCH 15TH  THE CROSSTONES 
 

 
SATURDAY MARCH 16TH  STRICTLY 60’S 
 
FRIDAY MARCH 22ND    NFINITY 
 
SATURDAY. MARCH 23RD  BOB KULIK 
 
MARCH 23RD  THE JUKEBOOK LEGENDS 
   APPEARING IN THE BANQUET HALL 
             (see flyer) 
 
FRIDAY MARCH 29TH 

       THE SUMMER PROJECT 
 
SATURDAY MARCH 3OTH 
       THE HALF BROTHERS 

BE SURE TO CHECK FOR LAST MINUTE CHANGES AND/OR CANCELLATIONS. 
UPDATED LISTS ARE POSTED ON THE BULLETEN BOARD IN THE CANTEEN 

All day Party 
in the Canteen 

Jukebox 
Legends in the 

Hall 

Start of 
Operation 

Iraqi Freedom 
2003 

15       16 
Legion 100TH Birthday Celebration 

17 

31 
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CANTEEN ENTERTAINMENT 
 
FRIDAY APRIL 5TH    LETS BE FRANK 
 
SATURDAY APRIL 6TH   COUNTRY MILE 
          **NEW BAND** 
 
FRIDAY  APRIL. 12TH   WILD ROSE 
 
SATURDAY APRIL 13TH  STRICTLY 60’S 
 
FRIDAY  APRIL 19TH THE JIM DELRE BAND 
 
 
 

 
SATURDAY APRIL 20TH  LEON TRENT 
(Formerly of the Famous WATERFRONT Band 
First Time Appearance At Post 129) 
 
 
FRIDAY APRIL 26TH   BOB KULIK 
Former Recording Artist with The Happenings 
 
SATURDAY APRIL 27TH KARAKOE 
       Featuring Barbara Petrizzo 

BE SURE TO CHECK FOR LAST MINUTE CHANGES AND/OR CANCELLATIONS. 
UPDATED LISTS ARE POSTED ON THE BULLETEN BOARD IN THE CANTEEN 

Auxiliary 
Gift Auction 

12-5 PM 

Auxiliary 
Spring Flea 

Market 
 9 AM—3 PM 

Passover Begins 

Passover Ends 

TAX DAY 
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CANTEEN NEWS 
Eric Inauen 

 
     Spring is just a few weeks 
away, and we are hoping that the 
warmer weather will follow.  The 
Bunker Bar Crowd is getting 
ready for another banner year.  
The Post is in the process of 
making improvements to the Bun-
ker.  What are they?  We’re not 
telling.  The only way to find out is 
to take a walk down to the Bunker 
and find out for yourself. 
     Volunteers have been signing 
up to help with the improvements 
and to assist with Varmint Patrols.  
The patrols will be talked about 
later. 
SAINT PATTY’S DAY CANTEEN 
PARTY:  Because of last year’s 
SRO success, the Canteen will 
be hosting its 2nd annual St. Pat-
rick’s Day Party in the Canteen, 
on Sunday, March 17th, all day 
long.  Mike Speary from Ryan’s 
Catering has come up with a spe-
cial St. Patty’s Day menu. Our 
drink specials will include Irish 
Coffee, a Nutty Irishman, Guin-
ness Cans and others.   
     Live entertainment, The 
Powertones, starting at 2PM.  
The Shamrock & Thistle Pipe and 
Drum Band will also be making 
an appearance. 
     Rich Gato has booked the fa-
mous “Jukebox Legends.”  There 
will be a dinner-show in the hall 
on Saturday, March 23rd, from 6 
to 10PM.  Tickets are $45 and 
include dinner and the show.  On 
the menu is Penne Vodka, Chick-
en Francaise, NY Sirloin, Seafood 
Alfredo, Potatoes and Veggies 
served buffet style. 
NEW-NEW-NEW-----NFL DRAFT 
DAY PARTY:  This will be anoth-
er first for the Canteen.  We have 
so many of these, it is hard to 
keep track, but some how we 
manage.  On Saturday, April 26th, 
from 2 to 6PM will be hosting our 
first NFL Draft Party in the Can-
teen.  This is the third and final 
day of the draft when the 4th, 5th, 
6th and 7th Rounds are selected.   

 There will be pint “draft” spe-
cials on “draft” day.  Domestic 
draft pints will be $1.50 just as 
they were during the NFL Sea-
son.  There will be an special NFL 
Football Menu, including $0.50 
wings of orders of 6 and 10.  Dif-
ferent drink specials will be of-
fered for each of the 4 rounds.  
Wear a game jersey (numbers on 
front and back and player name 
on the back) and receive a Can-
teen surprise.  
 For you first time readers:  The 
Canteen opens 11AM daily.  
Ryan’s Catering offers hot and 
cold lunch and dinner menus 7 
days a week.  We are the only 
American Legion Post in the 
State that provides this.  Credit 
cards are accepted for Bar Tabs 
only.  Members are required to 
show their up-to-date member-
ship cards to the Bartender or 
Doorman and are required to sign 
in their guests into the guest 
book. 

 We have live entertainment 
every Friday and Saturday Night 
starting at 7PM.  On Friday and 
Saturday Nights last call is mid-
night and closing time is at 
12:30AM.  Closing times during 
the week vary based on the 
weather, the amount of Members 
in the bar, etc.  
 When we are open, you will be 
served drinks by our professional 
bartending staff.  There are no 
“ham and egg” bartenders in the 
Canteen.  Warren, Robin, Lisa, 
Lori, Danielle, Joe, Shea, Nancy 
and Chuck are always happy to 
serve you.  They will advise you 
of our drink specials which are 
posted around the bar.  We 
change our Specials every two 
weeks. 
THURSDAY NIGHT IS LADY’S 
NIGHT: Drinks for the ladies are 
as close to half price as possible.  
This dos NOT include drink spe-
cials. 
 Each year we try to open our 

‘Varmint Vigilantes’ in camouflage, with high tech weapons and 
sporting night vision. 
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Bunker Bar in April.  This always 
depends on the weather.  Our 
Horseshoe and cornhole leagues 
start up as soon as the warm 
weather sets in.  If you are inter-
ested, contact Trustee Mike Dolan 
or talk to one of the bartenders for 
information.  Horseshoes are 
played on Wednesday Night.  
Corn Hole is played on Thursday 
Night which is also Lady’s Night.  
If we get the demand, we will be 
expanding corn hole to Monday 
Nights. 
BUNKER BAR UPDATE: After 
one of our Member’s dog was 
sprayed last November by a 
skunk that had allied itself with the 
Squirrels and Chipmunks, the 
Post’s Top Brass became angry.   
The Commander sent out a 
Squad on a search and destroy 
mission into the EVA (Enemy Var-
mint Area). 
     Upon return, the Commander 
asked the Squad Leader, “how 
many confirmed kills?”  The 
Squad Leader stated, “57.”  The 
Commander then said, “no, real-
ly.”  The Squad Leader respond-
ed, “none, but we found a dead 
squirrel on a fallen tree branch.  
More importantly, Commander, a 
dispatch pouch with dispatches 
was found strapped around the 
varmint.” 
     The dispatches were rushed to 
Bar Committee Intelligence, who 
had just finished installing their 
new logo, “We’re Smart, Not Like 
People Say” (Fredo, Godfather 2).  
After studying the tiny dispatches 
under a magnifying glass, Intelli-
gence has learned that the dis-
patches were written in squirrel 
code.  Vice Commander PJ of-
fered us the use of his Captain 
Video Decoder Ring which he 
wears all the time in case of such 
emergencies.  We thanked him, 
but told him that the dispatches 
were written in American Squirrel, 
so his ring could not help us. 
     Trustee Mike “the Painter” Do-
lan advised Intelligence that he 
knows a few Members who are 
definitely squirrely and have been 
known to speak in their native 

tongue after imbibing a few bever-
ages.  A Member of the Bar Com-
mittee (who asked not to be 
named) requested money from 
petty cash to purchase drinks to 
speed up the decoders in their 
decryption of the dispatches.  He 
was emphatically denied. 
     Mike requested 5 copies of the 
dispatches.  Fortunately, I found 
an operational HP copier in my 
granddaughter’s doll house and 
was able to make the mini copies 
using a toothpick and tweezers. 
     Bar Committee Intelligence 
would like to thank world re-
nowned photographer and editor, 
Al “Fred” Harbord, for risking his 
life when taking the photos shown 
in the SOUNDOFF.  These pho-
tos are of great importance in 
showing us the varmint vigilante’s 
advanced weapon technology.  
The photo also illustrates a Var-
mint held RPG that can fire three 
rounds in rapid succession.   
     Also, we were led to believe 
that the varmints only had a squir-
rel airborne division.  The photos 
clearly show that they have joined 
forces with owls, giving them an 
air force.  Therefore, we will be 
issuing our volunteer guards Roy 
Rogers and Dale Evans cap guns 
to protect our horse shoe and 

corn hole players during the sea-
son.  The safety of our Members 
continues to be our top priority.  
     We are urging all Post 129 
Members not to panic and change 
their way of life because of the 
vicious varmint corn hole bean 
bag attack.  We are asking that 
you eat the same Legion Food 
and don’t change your drink, un-
less you find a better one on spe-
cial.  We will no longer if offering 
“pink squirrels” or “grasshoppers” 
until a peace agreement has been 
reached. 
     We will be requesting permis-
sion from the Executive Board to 
send Al‘s surveillance photos to 
Nat Geo Wild.  Nat Geo Wild has 
led us to believe that owls only 
eat squirrels.  Obviously, they 
were wrong.  After the usual 
“tabling's” and “points of order” we 
feel The Executive Board should 
grant us permission by some time 
next year. 
     At the time of this printing, our 
squirrely decoders have not yet 
deciphered the dispatches.  Addi-
tional reports to follow. 
 
Remember, when you support 
Post 129, you support the 
greatest Post in the USA. 
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OUR AMERICAN 
LEGION & ITS 

GENESIS 
October 1919 

Post 129 Celebrates 
our Centennial Year 

 
Bob Scheiderman 
 
 September 1919, US Army 
Lieutenant Clifford 
R. Powell, a native of Burlington 
County, comes through Toms Riv-
er and "stirs up the boys" just 
back from the war to start up an 
American Legion Post. 
 On October 21st 1919, a meet-
ing is held at the Ocean County 
Courthouse for the purpose of 
starting up a branch "Post" of the 
American Legion. 
 About 25 veterans were pre-
sent as Common Pleas Judge 
William Howard Jeffrey presided 
over the meeting. He was assist-
ed by Leo Babchin, County Chair-
man of Lakewood. LeRoy Grant 
was duly elected to be temporary 
secretary. Official elections were 
held and resulted in Carlton F. 
Elwell elected as Post Command-
er, Heulings A. Sever as post Ad-
jutant and Nelson A. Cowdrick to 
the position of Post Finance Of-
ficer.  After the meeting was ad-
journed, "VICTORY" discharge 
pins were distributed to those pre-
senting discharge certificates. 
 Regular Post meetings were 
held at the "Ocean House", a res-
taurant/hotel on the north/west 
corner of Main and Water streets. 
Early in 1921 the appointment of 
a Building Committee set off a 
chain of events which would lead 
to acquiring the property  at #1 
Legion Court, of course at that 
time, the property was an empty 
field. Legion Court would come 
much later. 
 Several properties with Main 
Street frontage were for sale in 
Toms River. One was known as 
the Ocean House annex which 

was for sale for $13,000, howev-
er, the committee thought it was a 
little steep and turned down the 
offer. Another parcel caught the 
committee's eye, not far from 
town with 120 feet of Main Street 
frontage, more or less. Known as 
the "Potter property," which ex-
tended from the Mathew's on the 
north and Schwartz on the south, 
and east to Frog Alley, later to 
become Hyers Street. At a price 
of $3000 the committee recom-
mended to purchase. The Post 
membership had previously ex-
pressed a wish to remain in the 
downtown area and at the next 
regular meeting unanimously 
moved to purchase what became 
known as the "Potter Property”. 
 A contract was signed and Dr. 
Brower donated the $5 option fee. 
 Over the next two months ex-
tensions on the options were re-
quested and granted. On March 
22nd, 1920, five hundred dollars 

was paid and the option was ex-
tended another 30 days. It was 
also necessary to appropriate $10 
to "settle the taxes up to the 1st of 
January 1921." 
 June 7th, 1920, a general 
meeting attended by both the 
membership and the ladies auxil-
iary, a resolution "to execute a 
bond and mortgage in the sum of 
two thousand dollars to Doloro G. 
Potter, covering premises on East 
Main Street, due and payable at 
6% interest one year hence". A 
week later the deed was present-
ed and a check for $2 was drawn 
to record same. As a final order of 
business. Mrs. Geo. B. Applegate 
made a donation of $77.49 and 
thus began the first, "American 
Legion Building Fund" 
 
In the next issue of SOUNDOFF 
Post 129 relocates & Post 129 
adopts an orphan 
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Ocean County Memorial 
Chapter of the DAV meet 

at Post 129 the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month 

at 7 PM 
 

OZANE  PEST  SERVICES 

PUBLISHED 6 times per year  
DEADLINE  for the next issue (May-June 2019) is April 15. 
     Submissions can be e-mailed to:  
     soundoff.al.post129@outlook.com  
     or via U.S. mail to: Al Harbord, 1038 Audubon Drive,   
     Toms River, NJ 08753. 
EVENTS   send your events for the calendar to Bob Scheiderman   
     at: knottoday@verizon.net  
ADVERTISING business card advertising accepted for 6 issue     
      (1year). Single card $75.00. Double card $140.00. 
ON LINE AT  http://soundoffalpost129.wix.com/soundoff 



Richard “Rich” Gato 
Realtor Associate 

 

PECORA REALTORS 
1747 Hooper Ave, Suite 6 

Toms River, NJ 08753 
732.279.6383 

For All Your Real Estate Needs! 
Residential * Commercial 
Waterfront * Investments 

Vacation Homes * New Construction 
* Ask About VA Loans 

 
 
 

Contact Rich @ 732-330-2430 (Cell) or  
Email: Rich@PecoraRealtors.com 

TERRANCE L. TURNBACH 
STARKEY, KELLY, KENNEALLY, CUNNINGHAM & TURNBACH 

COUNSELLORS AT LAW 
 
 

               (732) 701-3500 
2 HOOPER AVENUE       (908) 433-9151 CELL 
TOMS RIVER, NJ 08753     (732) 240-5637 fax 
 

E-MAIL TTURNBACH@STARKEYKELLY.COM 
WWW.STARKEYKELLY.COM 

40 Bey Lea Road 
Suite C 201 

Toms River, NJ 08753 
 
 Office: (732) 279-6383 
         Fax: (732) 279-6967 
         Cell: (732) 330-2430 



Pioneer Painting & Decorating LLC 
Residential  -  Commercial  -  Churches 

908-902-4117 

 Active Member and Supporter 
      American Legion Post 129 

 I Hire And Refer Veteran Small 
      Business Trades and Professionals 

 Support Your Veterans - Hire And 
      Buy American And We All Work 

 Kitchen Cabinet Refurbishing 
   Stain or Paint 

 Featured In Home And Garden Magazine 

 30 Years In Business 

 Honest-Professional-Reasonable 

 “It’s A Matter Of Trust” SAL SQUADRON 129 MEMBER 

 Veteran US Navy 
Michael Dolan—Owner 

 
 
 
 
 

908-902-4117 
SAL SQUADRON 129 MEMBER 

Navy Veteran 
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