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COMMANDERS 
MESSAGE 

 
Brothers and Sisters, 
 
 We are coming into the holiday 
season and we must continue to 
remember the less fortunate of 
the community. The Auxiliary do 
an amazing job visiting nursing 
homes, putting together packages 
for veterans, and of course, dur-
ing this season there is the Veter-
ans Thanksgiving Dinner. A per-
sonal high for me and for the 
Post. 
 As we sit down to a Thanksgiv-
ing or Christmas meal with family 
and friends there will be many 
who will not. Our donations to the 
food pantry have slowed down. 
Please see it in your heart to 
make a donation when you come 
to the Post. If you come on Friday 
and Saturday nights make the 
“cover charge” be some food for 
others. 
 We have a blood drive coming 
up on November 29th. The need 

for blood donations never chang-
es and with the number of natural 
disasters this year the need is 
greater than ever. If you can give 
please call and make a reserva-
tion. 
 Brothers and Sisters is not just 
about us, we must service the 
community. 
 The next couple of months will 
be packed with things to do and 
even some opportunities for some 
volunteerism to help here at the 
Post. 
 Saturday, November 11th, Vet-
eran’s Day, at 11:00 AM there will 
be our annual Veterans Day cere-
mony at the flag pole. Followed by 
a ceremony at the veteran’s me-
morial in the grove that will be cel-
ebrated by the Boy Scouts. 
 Sunday, November 12th, Big 
Band Night with Bob Kulik, the 
Joey Katz orchestra and a family 
style pasta dinner all for $30.00 
per person. This a great fundrais-
ing opportunity as the event is be-
ing sponsored by Ryan’s Catering 
and is 100% profit for ticket sales. 
Please join us for a great after-

noon and support the Post. 
 Monday, November 13th, is the 
annual Veterans Day parade. As-
sembly is at 0830 behind the Of-
fice Lounge with the parade kick-
ing off at 0930. Please join us for 
this celebration of US!  Transpor-
tation will be supplied for those 
who cannot walk the route. 
 Tuesday, November 14th, we 
will be hosting a Greater Toms 
River Chamber of Commerce 
Meet and Greet in the hall. 
 Wednesday, November 15th, 
the Post is being awarded by the 
Salvation Army as the Community 
Service Organization of the Year. 
 Sunday, November 19th, is the 
annual Auxiliary Veteran’s 
Thanksgiving Dinner. Support is 
always needed and welcome for 
this event. 
 Sunday, November 25th, is the 
annual Auxiliary Craft Fair. 
 Saturday, December 2nd, is the 
Annual POW/MIA Christmas Tree 
Lighting run by the Sons of the 
Legion. Please come out to sup-
port an amazing night of com-
radeship for our missing brothers 
and sisters. 
 Sunday, December 1st, is the 
second annual Gold Star Children 
Christmas Party again sponsored 
by TD Bank. We can always use 
a little help. Please see the Com-
mander. 
 Last, but certainly not least, is 
New Year’s Eve in the Hall. A 
night not to be missed and again 
managed by Mrs. Maryellen 
DelNero. Details to follow. 
 September and October were 
wonderful. We had two combined 
executive board meetings, and 
had some great bike nights. Rich 
Gato held a spectacular amateur 
night event in the hall and we 
should all be looking forward to 
the next  (continued page 6) 

N.F.L.  FOOTBALL 
 

IN SUPPORT OF THE UNITED STATES FLAG CODE 
IN SUPPORT OF ACTIVE DUTY AROUND THE WORLD 

 AND VETERANS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
 

WE WILL NOT BE SHOWING FOOTBALL IN THE POST  
UNTIL THE N.F.L. CURES THE ISSUE OF PLAYERS AND OWNERS  

DISRESPECTING THE FLAG AND THE NATIONAL ANTHEM  
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND UNDERSTANDING  
WE WILL STILL BE OFFERING DISCOUNTED ITEMS AT THE BAR  

FOR THOSE WHO WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE POST 
 

WE WILL BE ENJOYING THE NASCAR PLAYOFFS  
AND BASEBALL PLAYOFFS 
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AUXILIARY NEWS 
 
 As the Summer time comes to 
an end we must remember the last 
bit of fun we had here at the Post 
celebrating the nice weather and 
the functions we participated in. 
 I attended Bike Night in August 
which was also a Fundraiser for 
the Run for the Fallen that was an 
immense success! The Auxiliary 
helped by selling the shirts for the 
Run. There was a Gift Auction 
held to help raise money and our 
own Pat Corbin won a basket! 
There was a bus trip to Brooklyn, 
NY and it was a very good time 
had by all. The Auxiliary had an 
opportunity to attend a Leadership 
Workshop and it was very informa-
tive. The Post’s Labor Day picnic 
was a fun time had by all!  Excel-
lent job to all who participated in 
making the day a fun filled enjoya-
ble time. The POW/MIA Watch 
Fire was in Seaside and many 
people attended the somber re-
membrance of those still missing 
and unaccounted for. Let us ever 
be remindful of their service to us 
all. 
  The Run for the Fallen was on 
September 23rd the Auxiliary was 
in attendance along with members 
of the Post, Riders, and the SAL. 
The Auxiliary will be having a 
Trunk or Treating on October 15th 
here at the Post Parking lot in the 
back, come on out for the children 
and have a fun time with the kids. 
The Auxiliary is helping the Post 
with the 50/50 on Friday nights in 
the Canteen. Come on down to 
the Post for some fun, food, drink, 
and maybe get lucky on the 50/50! 
 On November 25th, the Auxilia-
ry will be holding their Annual 
Craft and Vendor Fair. Come on 
out and support the Unit and get 
your jump on early Christmas 
shopping. If you are interested in a 
table or just want to help please 
contact Laurinda Miller. 
 The post is having a Sinatra 
Night in November. Please stop by 
the Post for further details. 
 Our membership is progressing 
quite well and we are working hard 

to reach our GOAL for the County. 
Jean Robbins and her committee 
are doing an excellent job in work-
ing towards this goal. THANK 
YOU LADIES for your arduous 
work and commitment to a suc-
cessful year!  If you have any 
questions for the Membership con-
tact Jean Robbins. 
 The Auxiliary is working to-
wards a successful year with the 
Post and the SAL and the RID-
ERS with their projects. Let us all 
come out and support each other 
so we can all have a great and 
successful year! 
    
For God and Country 
Pam Bowen 
President Unit 129 
 

AUXILIARY 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
Hi everyone,  
Just a reminder that early bird re-
newal of dues are out.  Response 
so far is very good and new mem-
bers and rejoin members are re-
sponding along with transfers. 
Again, I would like to thank the 
recruiters for signing up new mem-
bers. Please keep up the good 
work and as always; In the spirit of 
service, not self, for veterans. 
 
Your auxiliary membership com-
mittee 
Jean Robbins 
Peggy Robbins 
Pat Corbin 

Chairman Sharon Stuart and Lisa 
Mayer along with Auxiliary members 
distribute backpacks at Walnut Street 
School. 

Chairman Jane Keeley and Auxiliary 
members visit veterans at Hampton 
Ridge. 
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Answers to Patriotic 
Quiz No. 9 From July-
August SOUNDOFF 
 
1. Monrovia capital of the repub-

lic of Liberia in Africa, is 
named for James Monroe, 
fifth American President. 

2. The words, "They will be lions 
while we are lambs, but if we 
take the resolute part they will 
undoubtedly prove very 
meek" were spoken by Gen-
eral Gage, English command-
er when he reported in per-
son to King George Ill at Lon-
don, in 1774, on the temper 
of the colonists. 

3. A Cajun is a local term ap-
plied to residents of Louisiana 
who are descendants of the 
Acadians, who were exiled 
from Canada in 1755. Their 
expulsion is romanticized in 
Longfellow's "Evangeline." 
Cajun is a corruption of the 
word Acadian. 

4. Rhode Island has the longest 
official name among the 
states. It is "State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plan-
tations." 

5. Lieutenant General Nelson A. 
Miles, U.S.A. (retired) was in 
charge of Jefferson Davis 
when the ex-president of the 
confederacy was confined at 
Fort Monroe, Virginia after the 
Civil War. 

 
Reprinted from the 'American 
Legion' Magazine March 1925. 
Answers to Quiz 10 next issue. 
(Bob Scheiderman) 
  

BINGO… 
 
...every Thursday.  Doors 
open at 5 PM.  Play starts at 
7 PM. 
 

Progressive, 50/50  
Mystery Prizes 

 
Refreshments 

A welcome for the core runners 
of the Run For The Fallen 
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SAL DETACHMENT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

 
 Hello to all male descendants 
of veterans who fought in any of 
the Great Wars of our country. To 
those who served in our military 
during the appropriate years des-
ignated. 
 The Sons of the American Le-
gion, Membership! Membership! 
Membership! We need your mem-
bership. What we need to do is 
promote membership at your Le-
gion, Auxiliary, and Squadron lev-

els. Talk to people you meet 
about what it means to be part of 
the American Legion Family and 
what we do for our Veterans, our 
Community, State, and our Na-
tion. Membership is the life blood 
of our organization. The money 
from your membership dues is 
used to support the American Le-
gion Programs. Every year, to me, 
is the year of the Veteran. This is 
our main priority as an SAL, our 
Veterans! I’m proud to be a 
SAL. It's the least I can do to 
show my gratitude to the Veter-
ans for the sacrifices they made 

for our freedoms, for our way of 
life! Be positive towards member-
ship. Reach out to our young 
ones and get them involved at 
their Post. Let them know how 
valuable they are to the American 
Legion. They are the future gener-
ation. 
 They need to know of our his-
tory as a Nation and to Respect 
the AMERICAN FLAG that so 
many of our military made sacrific-
es for. The way things are going 
in today’s world they must know 
the truth, not fake news. 
 In an article I wrote in the SA-
Lute (a SAL Detachment newslet-
ter) in 2006, I wrote, "who 
knows?". A lot of talk is that the 
Jersey Shore is due to get hit by a 
hurricane like Katrina which hit the 
Gulf states in 2005. Destruction. 
People lost their lives, they lost 
members of their families, pets, 
homes, their life savings. Every-
thing they had was destroyed. 
We, The American Legion, were 
there for them, even before FE-
MA. The American Legion played 
a huge role in the relief for thou-
sands of people who belonged to 
the American Legion Fami-
ly. Legion members, Auxiliary, 
and SAL members in good stand-
ing, with proper forms filled, and 
filed through the NEF (National 
Emergency Fund) re-
ceived checks for $1500. Just 
think this can happen to you and 
me. 
 Guess what!  We in New Jer-
sey in 2012 were devastated 
by SUPER STORM SANDY. 
There was loss of lives, pets, 
homes, American Legion Posts 
along the east coast etc. Just as 
bad if not worse than Katrina. 
Again, the American Legion came 
through the same way they did for 
the people in the Gulf States, if 
not more. Now we're dealing with 
the people who were the victims 
of Hurricane HARVEY who lost 
everything and the people who 
live in Florida who lost everything 
from Hurricane IRMA. Puerta Rico 
being devastated by Hurricane 
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Maria. My heart cries for all these 
people, These American Legion 
members need our help, and 
through the NEF, we will be there 
for them. 
 This is why it is so important to 
be an American Legion member. 
When you have nothing left I’m 
sure 1500 dollars will help a little 
for food, etc. All that said, and 
there are many other incentives to 
be part of our Legion Family, 
PLEASE, GO OUT OF YOUR 
WAY to sign up new members, 
and make sure that Your mem-
bership is current. We also need 
Legion members to become DU-
AL MEMBERS, if they can, this 
would boost the SAL member-
ship, and that per-capita would be 
used to support American Legion 
Programs. Only if you are eligible 
and can afford it. 
 Throughout our Nation, many 
charters are being formed for the 
American Legion Riders. This or-
ganization, American Legion Rid-
ers, I’m proud to say that I am al-
so a member of. To become an 
American Legion Rider, you must 
be a Legion member, Auxiliary 
member, or a SAL member in 
good standing. PLEASE, get all 
membership cards into Depart-
ment, don't send them to the old 
address, send them to: 
The American Legion, Building 
#5, 2nd floor, 171 Jersey St., 
Trenton, New Jersey 08611 
 To find information or to obtain 
Discharge paperwork or a DD-
214 for a Veteran and next of kin 
of Deceased military personnel 
for MILITARY RECORDS, GO TO 
(http://vetrecs.archives.gov) 
Don't forget, we must support our 
leading candidate for Department 
Commander for 2018-2019 Mr. 
Raymond Miller. 
 
Thank you, 
 For God and Country 
 David (DUKE) Haring 
 S.A.L. Detachment of N.J 
 Membership Chairman 
 cell-732-597-2604 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAV Ocean County Memorial 
Chapter 24 meet at Post 129 the 
2nd Wednesday of the month at 7 
PM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meet at Post 129 3rd Wednesday 
at 12 noon. 
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COMMANDERS 
MESSAGE 

(from page 1) 
 
one. One of our members, Mr. 
Ralph Wolf, our finance officer 
was awarded for his work in the 
community by the Toms River 
Chamber of Commerce. We made 
our annual donation to C.O.T.A., 
Children’s Organ Transplant Asso-
ciation.  Our annual Halloween 
party was as usual a resounding 
success. 
 As usual September would not 
be complete without The Run for 
the Fallen. The American Legion 
Riders held a fund raiser in August 
that raised over $9,000. Myself 
and Tom DiViccaro, my Master at 
Arms, had the blessing of being 
able to ride in support for 5 days. 
A truly humbling experience to see  
how much the Gold Star Families 
appreciated that their fallen warri-
ors will never be forgotten.  
 Thank you for a wonderful year 
and let’s look forward to a great 
100th anniversary year. 
 
Michael Schaffer 
Commander  
 

 
 
 
 
 

RIDERS MESSAGE 
 
 The fall is upon us even though 
we have had 80 and 90-degree 
days into October.   Lots of fun 
riding and some not so fun funeral 
escorts.  BUT all in all, a great 
summer of fun.  I personally had a 
great summer riding after my mo-
torcycle accident last year.  My 
new Can Am as of this writing has 
7,000 miles on it.  I have ridden 
with my Rider friends to upstate 
New York, Vermont and to Gettys-
burg Pennsylvania.  I know others 
have ridden to the Americade mo-

torcycle event also in upstate New 
York.  The best part is we proba-
bly have at least 6 more weeks of 
fun riding before the real cold 
weather hits our area. 
     Our bike night program worked 
out very well for the bunker 
bar.  The Brothers S.A.L. band 
had many people entertained on a 
Tuesday evening all summer long. 
We experimented with a "rib off" 
bike night in September with our 
Rider and BBQ chef Mike Dorick 
winning the 1st prize.  Everyone 
seemed to enjoy the change from 
our traditional 2 hot dog nights. By 
the time this comes out we will 
have finished the bike night pro-
gram for the season. We are con-
templating changing up the bike 
nights next season each month 
without losing the family atmos-
phere. 
We will be doing our best to be 

supportive of other events by our 
American Legion family.  Before 
you know it, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas will be right around the 
corner.  Not looking forward to the 
winter, but if the weather stays 
mild I know many of our riders will 
be out there until snow covers the 
ground. 
 Again, I wish to thank all of the 
brothers and sisters of our great 
post for the support of our rider 
group during the season. 
 
For God & Country 
Art Brown 
Rider President 
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$ IT’S YOUR POST $ 
SWOT ANALYSIS 

By Ralph E. Wolff 
Financial Officer, Post 129 
 
 In any organization and specifi-
cally our American Legion, growth 
is essential in order to remain sus-
tainable and to satisfy the many 
current and future needs of our 
Post and our Veterans.  Nationally 
the American Legion has been 
experiencing a decline in its mem-
bership due to many of the WWII 
and Korean War veterans going to 
Post Everlasting and we are re-
gretful of that.   
 
 Nonetheless, while many posts 
have lost membership, Post 129 is 
still the number one post in the 
state for membership. (Thank you 
Rich Godfrey)  With being the larg-
est Post in the State there is a 
larger responsibility to support our 
veterans than many smaller posts 
experience.  More and more we 
see the younger veterans looking 
for comradeship and a post to call 
their Legion Home.  Post 129 con-
tinuously strives to be a family 
friendly post. 
 
 In order to maintain our mem-
bership and to protect the future of 
our Post, we need the younger 
veterans to start to take on more 
leadership rolls within the organi-
zation.  Our Post is not just a 
place where old guys sit around 
and drink beer.  This year your 
Post will be taking care of our Vet-
erans and our community to the 
tune of over $75,000 in donations 
and events and we need you 
younger Veterans, Sons and Aux-

iliary to help accomplish our stated 
goals. 
 

SWOT Analysis 
 
SWOT is an acronym for 
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportu-
nities and Threats.   
 
  Strengths are the qualities 

that enable us to accomplish 
our mission. 

  Weaknesses are the quali-
ties that prevent us from ac-
complishing our mission. 

  Opportunities are benefits 
that enable us to become 
more profitable. 

  Threats arise when condi-
tions in external environment 
jeopardize the reliability and 
profitability of our organiza-
tion’s business. 

 
 The finance committee along 
with the strategic planning commit-
tee has embarked on a SWOT 
Analysis in order to identify those 
areas that will affect our mission.  
Once the SWOT is completed we 
can create a Strategic Plan that 
will give us direction and catego-
rize opportunities for growth over 
the next three years.  We will also 
be identifying our weaknesses and 
creating a plan to mitigate them.   
 
 The SWOT process has begun 
and we invite any of our members 
to help us with this project.  It does 
not require a lot of time or meet-
ings but it does require a genuine 
interest in your Post and a selfless 
concern for helping your fellow 
veteran.  We will be asking you to 
offer your perspective and ideas 
and this can be done via email.  
Warning! Desert Storm, Iraq and 
Afghanistan warfighters are espe-
cially needed to move our organi-
zation forward because without 
you the threat of not being able to 
complete our mission will grow 
exponentially.  If you are interest-
ed in becoming a value to your 
post and fellow veterans through 

this process please email me at : 
 
ralphwolff@ 
jerseycoastappliance.com  

 
SO HOW DO WE STAND 

FINANCIALLY? 
 

 Our current state of finances is 
cautiously well.  We are monitor-
ing a decline in revenue.  However 
due to outstanding and unselfish 
management and good planning 
by the leadership, we are continu-
ing to meet our budget, keep the 
lights on and accomplish our mis-
sion and plan for the future. 

 

LEGION 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
 It’s that time of the year again 
and 2018 membership dues are 
due by the end of December. 
Please send in your dues, we 
need your support. Our dues help 
us maintain the Post and help fund 
all the good things that we do for 
our Veterans, their Families and 
the Community. 
 We need your help with mem-
bership. Please reach out to your 
friends, neighbors, co-workers and 
family members and encourage 
them to join this great veteran’s 
organization. Our numbers being 
at 1050 paid at time of the printing 
of this article. Our numbers last 
year were 1762 so we are behind 
last year’s numbers by approxi-
mately 710 members not paid. Re-
member, membership is the life 
blood of this great organization. 
 
For God and Country 
Rich Godfrey 
Membership Chairman 
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NOVEMBER ENTERTAINMENT 
 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 3RD  THE SURE CATS 
 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 4TH "NFINITY" 
 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 10TH  WILD  ROSE 
 
SATURDAY  NOVEMBER 11TH 
 VETERANS DAY CEREMONY AT 11:00 AM   

 THE CROSSTONES TRIO IN THE 
  CANTEEN AT 7PM 
 
 
 

 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 12TH 

  TRIBUTE TO SINATRA 
  FEATURING BOB KULIK 
  AND JOEY KATZ 16 PIECE ORCHESTRA 
 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 17TH STRICTLY 60'S 
 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 18TH THE DEE CEE'S 
 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 24TH THE MANGO'S 
 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 25TH 
    "BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 
    "BRIAN  SMALLWOOD" 

BE SURE TO CHECK FOR LAST MINUTE CHANGES AND/OR CANCELLATIONS. 
UPDATED LISTS ARE POSTED ON THE BULLETEN BOARD IN THE ENTRANCE HALL 

Daylight 
Savings Ends 
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FOLLOWED BY  
        "BROTHER SAL " AT 7PM 
 

 
  BRIAN SMALLWOOD IN THE CANTEEN 

 

 

 
 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 29TH TBD 

 
 

 

BE SURE TO CHECK FOR LAST MINUTE CHANGES AND/OR CANCELLATIONS. 
UPDATED LISTS ARE POSTED ON THE BULLETEN BOARD IN THE ENTRANCE HALL 

BINGO Every Thursday 

Battle of the 
Bulge (1944) 



 

SOUNDOFF Page 10 American Legion Post 129  

 

CANTEEN NEWS 
Rich Godfrey 

 
      Fall is here, and the Canteen 
is in its “All ahead Full” mode.  Our 
Members and their guests contin-
ue to flock to the best Legion in 
the state for great food, great bev-
erages, great entertainment and a 
great time. 
 
      Our Bunker Bar, which will be 
closing in early November, had 
another good season.  The Post’s 
horse shoe league, on Wednesday 
nights, had a banner season under 
the leadership of Trustee Mike “the 
painter” Dolan.  Our 2nd Tuesday 
Bike Nights were also a huge suc-
cess. 
 
     The canteen’s entertainment 
continues to improve with different 
live bands on Friday and Saturday 
nights, 7PM to 11PM. Our Hallow-
een Party had some of the best 
costumes ever. 
 
     Make sure you don’t miss DIN-
NER WITH SINATRA in our Ban-
quet Hall, featuring the captivating 
song stylings of Bob Kulik (the 
lead singer of the Happenings), 
and the magnificent sounds of the 
Joey Katz Orchestra   This year’s 
event will take place on Sunday, 
November 12th.    Doors will open 
at Noon.  Ryan’s catering will be 
providing an Italian Cuisine served 
Family Style starting at Noon and 
concluding at 2PM.  The show will 
start at 2:30PM.  The tickets are 
$30 per person, and includes the 
dinner and the show.  There will 
be a cash bar available.  For more 
information and reservations, call 
Kristy at 732-864-5519. 
 
     VETERAN’S DAYS: This year, 
the same as last year, we will be 
celebrating 2 Veterans’ Days.  On 
Saturday, November 11th, there 
will be a ceremony, in front of the 
Legion, at 11AM.  There will be a 
free buffet in the Canteen following 
the ceremony.  On Monday, No-
vember 13th, Post 129 will be 

marching in the Veteran’s Day Pa-
rade, down Main Street, in Toms 
River.  Participants will be assem-
bling at the Office Lounge, at 
8:30AM.  Step Off Time is 10AM.  
SINCE OUR FLAG AND ANTHEM 
HAVE BEEN RECENTLY UNDER 
ATTACK, IT WOULD SEND A 
POSITIVE MESSAGE TO OUR 
COUNTRY, IF WE HAD A GREAT 
TURNOUT TO SUPPORT OUR 
VETERANS AND PATRIOTISM. 
 
     NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY:  
Time to Party. Our biggest Gala of 
the year is right around the corner. 
NEW YEAR’s Eve is on a Sunday 
this year. Entertainment will be 
provided by Lets B Frank. The 
event runs from 8PM to 1AM. Tick-
ets are the same as last Year, $85 
each. Our Chairperson, Mary Ellen 
Del Nero, will be at the Canteen 
every Tuesday and Friday Night, 
selling tickets, you can call her 
cell, at 732-859-1532 after 2PM. 
 
 FALL SUNDAYS: In support of 
The United States Flag Code, Ac-
tive Duty and Veterans across the 
Country, we will not be showing 
football in the Canteen until the 
NFL cures the issue of players and 
owners disrespecting the FLAG 
and the National Anthem. Thank 
You for your Support and Under-
standing. We will still be offering 
Discounted Food items and $1.50 
Domestic Drafts 
 

 For those who would continue 
to support the Post, we will be en-
joying the Nascar and Baseball 
Playoffs. God Bless America. 
 
 S.A.L. POST 129 Presents AR-
MY NAVY FOOTBALL GAME 
(Who’s Side are you on ) Satur-

day, December 9, 2017 in our 
Canteen 3PM Kickoff. There will 
be Drink and Food Specials and 
$1.50 Domestic Drafts 
 
 From the Commander to the 
bar staff and our great bartender’s, 
Duke, Robin, Warren, Lori, Lisa, 
Danielle, Joe K, Shea, Nancy, and 
Cassidy would like to thank all our 
members and their guests for turn-
ing out and supporting this great 
Post. Again, Thank You for your 
support, your Support helps us do 
all the things we do for our veter-
ans and their Families. Wishing 
each one of our Members and 
their families a Blessed Holiday 
Season. 
 
 
 
A HEARTFELT STORY BEYOND 
CULTURAL DIVISIONS, A CALL 
BEYOND ANY AND ALL DIVI-
SIONS. IT’S NOT WHAT YOUR 
COUNTRY CAN DO FOR YOU. 
IT’S WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR 
YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR 
COMRADES IN NEED. 

(GARY PINTO) 
 
 On July 20th I left for vacation in 
South Florida. On July 21st I met a 
Vietnam Veteran (Nelson Garcia) 
from Miami who is 100% disabled 
and a 4 time Purple Heart recipient 
who is extremely frustrated with 
the VA and how they have treated 
him. My friend and I took him and 
his wife out for dinner to a local 
restaurant to get him out of his 
house, which I discovered he al-
most never does anymore. His 
wife informed me that he has nev-
er talked about his time in the mili-
tary with anyone. When Nelson 
arrived at the restaurant he was so 
excited about getting out of the 
house to meet a Vietnam Era vet-
eran.  He was so proud to be there 
he didn’t want me to see him in a 
wheel chair, so Nelson walked 
with the assistance of a cane and 
struggled to walk from valet park-
ing to our table. Once we met I 
welcomed him home and gave him 
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a Vietnam Veterans Pin and 
thanked him for his service and 
sacrifice to our Country. He gave 
me a hug, thanked me for my ser-
vice and presented me with a 
challenge coin from the Army 
Special Forces Unit he served in. 
It was a very special moment for 
me and I believe it was for Nelson 
as well. 
 We all sat down and ordered 
our meals and began conversing 
with one another. The two ladies 
spoke to one another and Nelson 
and I spoke for the next couple of 
hours as he shared some of the 
most horrific encounters of his 
time in “Nam”. Nelson’s wife got 
emotional as she watched him 
open up to me like he’s never 
done before. 
 Nelson also shared with me 
how he applied for a grant from 
the VA to purchase a van with a 
wheel chair lift, so he can get out 
of the house. When Nelson 
checked back with the VA 13 
months later to inquire about the 
grant’s status he learned that the 
VA lost all of his paperwork. He 
reapplied last year and has yet to 
hear about any progress regard-
ing his application. Nelson also 
applied for a power chair from the 
VA and was told it would take 
months if he was eligible at all. I 
felt that as a Disabled Veteran, 
which I belong to Chapter 24 
Ocean County, NJ, was com-
pelled to reach out to a DAV 
chapter in Pompano Beach Flori-
da and ask if they could help me 
to help Nelson. I spoke with Jerry 
Toomey of Chapter 133 and he 
said that he had 6 power chairs 
coming into their possession in a 
few days and would certainly help 
us out. On July 25th Jerry said that 
the chairs had not arrived yet, but 
assured me that they were on 
their way. 
 I returned to NJ on August 1st 
and was optimistic that we would 
get Nelson a power chair. 
 On August 2nd Jerry called 
again to inform me that the power 
chairs have in fact arrived and on 
August 8th Rosa Payan borrowed 

a pickup truck and met Jerry 
along with 3 others who assisted 
with the loading of the chair onto 
the truck. Later that day Rosa, 
with the assistance of another Vi-
etnam Veteran (Homero) she 
knew delivered the chair to Nel-
son’s home. The first thing Nelson 
said to Rosa is Gary here? When 
she replied that I wasn’t he moved 
by her and looked outside to see 
for himself. He was very disap-
pointed to discover I actually was-
n’t there, but quickly was distract-
ed when he saw his new power 
chair that was his and not a elec-
tric scooter that was on loan to 
him. In no time the chair was up 
and running as Nelson said that 

he fits in the chair perfectly and 
won’t fall out of it like the scooter. 
 Nelson drove the chair around 
in the house and looked like a 
child on Christmas morning with 
his favorite toy. He said to Rosa 
that after she leaves he’s going to 
take his power chair and himself 
to the Post Office just down the 
street. 
 I’m very proud that with friends 
and Jerry Toomey of DAV Chap-
ter 133 that we have changed 
Nelson Garcia’s life in a profound 
way. 
 I’m proud to have served in the 
U.S. Air Force and even humbled 
by this experience of “One Veter-
an helping another Veteran”. 
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SAL MESSAGE 
 
 As we head into the fall and 
winter seasons, our Squadron is 
into our busy season. 2018 mem-
bership is in and we are starting to 
get a lot of renewals, which is 
great. However, there is still a lot 
of work to do. There are many 
members who are behind a year 
or two on membership. We want 
you back! Please contact us and 
we will work with you to get 
caught up so you can enjoy our 
post as current members. Mem-
bership is vital to our existence 
and we are working hard to sign 
up new members as well as retain 
our existing members.   
 We also have a couple of 
events coming up. On Saturday, 
December 2nd is our annual 
POW/MIA tree lighting ceremony. 
This is a solemn ceremony and 
for those who have not attended, 
you are missing out on a great 
night. We would love to see you 
there. The following week, Satur-
day, December 9th is the SAL Ar-
my Navy game party. The game 
kicks off at 3pm in the canteen 
and it's always a great time. Wear 
your favorite shirt or jersey and 
come out and have a great time 
with us. We are raffling off a lap-
top (tickets are on sale now), we 
will have a 50/50 and we will also 
be raffling off a gift basket. This is 
always a fun day so please come 
out and support our Squadron 
and post and root for your favorite 
team. 
 Finally, going into the holiday 
season, I would like to wish every-
one and their families a Happy 
Thanksgiving, a very Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy and Healthy 
New Year. 
 
For God & Country, 
Rocky Lucia—Commander 
Squadron 129 

 

 

POST EVERLASTING 
 

 

 

 

 
Bob Scheiderman, Ritual Chairman 
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Thanks to the Berkeley Lloyd 
Soccer Team for donating 
the mums around the flag-
pole at the Post. 

Pioneer Painting & Decorating LLC 

 Active Member and Supporter 
      American Legion Post 129 

 I Hire And Refer Veteran Small 
      Business Trades and Professionals 

 Support Your Veterans - Hire And 
      Buy American And We All Work 

Residential  -  Commercial  -  Churches 
1-800-437-8862 

 Over 100 Churches Restored 

 Featured In Home And Garden Magazine 

 30 Years In Business 

 Honest-Professional-Reasonable 

 “It’s A Matter Of Trust” 

 Veteran US Navy 
Michael Dolan—Owner 

 
 
 
 
 

908-902-4117 

PUBLISHED 6 times per year  
DEADLINE  for the next issue (January-February) is Dec. 15. 
     Submissions can be e-mailed to:  
     soundoff.al.post129@outlook.com  
     or via U.S. mail to: Al Harbord, 1038 Audubon Drive,    
     Toms River, NJ 08753. 
EVENTS   send your events for the calendar to Bob Scheiderman    
     at: knottoday@verizon.net  
ADVERTISING business card advertising accepted for 6 issue      
     (1year). Single card $75.00. Double card $140.00. 
     Other sizes available upon request. 
ON LINE AT  http://soundoffalpost129.wix.com/soundoff 

Navy Veteran 



Richard “Rich” Gato 
Realtor Associate 

 

PECORA REALTORS 
1747 Hooper Ave, Suite 6 

Toms River, NJ 08753 
732.279.6383 

For All Your Real Estate Needs! 
Residential * Commercial 
Waterfront * Investments 

Vacation Homes * New Construction 
* Ask About VA Loans 

 
 
 

Contact Rich @ 732-330-2430 (Cell) or  
Email: Rich@PecoraRealtors.com 

TERRANCE L. TURNBACH 
STARKEY, KELLY, KENNEALLY, CUNNINGHAM & TURNBACH 

COUNSELLORS AT LAW 
 
 

               (732) 701-3500 
2 HOOPER AVENUE       (908) 433-9151 CELL 
TOMS RIVER, NJ 08753     (732) 240-5637 fax 
 

E-MAIL TTURNBACH@STARKEYKELLY.COM 
WWW.STARKEYKELLY.COM 



SAL SQUADRON 129 MEMBER 

Better Hearing Aid & 
Balance Center, L.L.C. 
1901 Hooper Ave 
Suite D 
Toms River, NJ 08753 

Office Hours By Appointment  

N.J. Hearing Aid 
Dispensing License #887 

Ph. 732 255 1300  
Fax 732 255 1323 

E-mail betterhearingaid @ 
comcast.net 

PAUL E. FISCHER 

Wanted 
TIN CAN SAILORS 

 
 
 

We have a seat for you at our next meeting of 
The Tin Can Sailors Ass’n of NJ held the third 

Wednesday of every month at 12 Noon at 
American Legion Post 129 

More info: Call Dave Downey 732-736-1943 

SAL SQUADRON 129 MEMBER 
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SOUNDOFF 
GEORGE P. VANDERVEER 
AMERICAN LEGION POST 129 
(Established 1919) 
2025 CHURCH ROAD 
TOMS RIVER, NEW JERSEY 08753 
732-255-9250 

BEST BREAKFAST IN TOWN 

10% OFF WITH THIS AD 


